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School Districts and

oiitics Need to Know

At the beginning of this year,
Governor Woll announced

the statewide launch of the
Pennsylvania Homeowner
Assistance Fund (“PAHATLI™)
which will provide Pennsylva-
nia homeowners facing hard-
ship due to the COVII-19
pandemic approxima tely $350
million 1 financial assistance
for qualificd housing-relat-

ed expenses, including both
delinquent property taxes and
delinquent payments for utility
services.

Portnoff Law Associates, Led, (“Pore-
noff™) has been working closely widh
PAHALE o berrer underscand jes im-
plications for delinquent real essae 1ax

and municipal claim collection. This
ardcle provides Pennsylvania munic-
patitics, school distriets and municipal
authorities an overview of PAJAF and
is a guide o help them assist home-
owners applying for PAHAF granes
and ensure prompt payment of any
PAITAF-cligible delinguent real estate
taxes and/or municipal claims.

v
Wihat is the Pennsylvania Homeown-

er Assistance Fund?

funded by the ULS. Treasury o assisy
Pennsylvania homeowners facing finan-
cial hardship due o the COVID-19
pandemic.

PAFIAT is a housing-selated program J

The program is administered by rhe
Pennsybvania Housing Finance Agency
which was allocared more than $350
million under the American Rescuc
Plan Act of 2021 1o help Pennsylvania
homeowners avoid mortgage delin-
quency, foreclosuwie or displacement.
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The funds provided under PAHAR are
structured as a non-recourse prant wich
No repayment terms,

When did PAFAF begiv?

PAHAF began waking applications from
all eligible Pennsylvania homeowners
on February 1, 2022

Which Homeowners arve Eligible for
PAITAF granis?

Pennsylvania homeowners whose
household income is equal 1o or less
than 150% of the area median income
("AMI”) are cligible. Priority is given to
houscholds at or below 100% AMI and
Socially Disadvantaged houscholds.
The assistance is available only to
homeowners who own and oceupy the
property as their primary residence and
only for property located in Pennsylva-
HER
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How do Homeowners apply?

Hoemeowners may apply or learn more
about the program by visiting htips://
pahaforg/ or calling (888) 987-2423.

There is no cost te apply.
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What expenses are c[igi&le?

Among othier housing-related expenses,
certain mortgage delinquencies, delin-
quent property taxes and delinquent
payments for utility services including
electric, heating/fuel, warer and/or
sewer bills are all eligible for PAHAF

prants.

What is the maximum amount of as-
sistance for delinguent property taxes
and delinguent payments for utilivy
services?

For delinguent property taxes, up to
$5,000 and for delinquent payments
for waility services, up to $3,000. Each
amount cannot cover more than 24
months of delinquencics. Ta be eligi-
ble, 2 homeowner’s total delinquency
must be within the cap, as PAMAF

funes must be able to cover she full
delinquency amount. PAHAT may,
however, approve applications from
an otherwise clipible homeowner with
delinquencies above the cap in the
event the homeowner has an approved
payment plan in place with the appli-
cable municipality, school district or
municipal avthority for che outstand-
ing balance. PAHAF may later revise
the maximum assistance amounts and
time period based on additional data
collected and demonstrated need,

What do municipalities, school dis-
tricts and mmenicipal authovivies need
to do to be eligible to veceive funds
under this program?

Homeowners in your jurisdiction may
apply to the program online. In order

for your homeowners” delinquent prop-

erty raxes to he eligible, unless your

County Tax Claim Bureau collects your

delinquent property taxes, please make
sure thar your municipality or school
district has provided PAHAL: (1} a
contact with whom PAHAY may verify
delinquent account balances, (2) your
municipality or school disuict’s com-
plered Form W9, (3) if you have a

third party delinquent collector, your
delinquent collector’s Form W-9 and
(4) if you prefer ACH payments instead
of checls, a completed PAHAT ACH

:lgl‘t‘t?}ﬂ(‘:llt.

This information may be sent 1o pabaf-
help@pahaforg.

Note that if your County Tax Claim
Bureau collects your delinquent pro-
perty taxes, only your County Tax
Claim Bureau will need to provide its
information ro PAHAF in order for
your homeowner’s delinquent property
taxes to be eligible. In order for your
delinquent payments for utility services
to be elipible, please make sure your
municipality or municipal authority
has provided PAHAF the previously
mentioned information and completed
documents.

If Portnoft collects your delinquent
property taxes and/or utility claims,
please make sure w include Daniel
Schley, Esq. (dschley@pormoffoniine.
com) as a contact and inform Portnoff
when you have provided PAHAY the
requisite documentation. Portnoff
has already provided iss Form W-9 to
PAFIAT an behalf of our clients,
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Lo are delinguont aeconni balances
snarents verified?

PAHAL Bias been designed 1o minnize
anerous documeniation requirements
o application. T will rely on applis
cant sell-attestations, proxy dataand
third-party dara sources. 1 Porensoll
collects your eligible delinquencies,
Portnoff will work directly with PA-
AT 1o verily account balances and
provide balance siiements on your he-
half. If Poresoff does not represent you
in connectian with your delinguent
DEANETEY 19ves 6F u!i“l}r r'].’:inn_) ;'Ii["_‘g\.‘-‘_'
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informarion ro PAFAY as indicared
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Huoiw ave funds disbarsed?

Fands are paid direarly 1o the apph
cable mllni(‘ip:ili{y, school disuicr or
municipal muhority. PAHAF has

abso indicated that it may evenrually
hecome possible for Parinoll o accepr
funds diveedy on bebalfofour dliens
and include PAMAL funds with onr
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As noted above, please make sure 1o
send your direer deposic informaton w
PALIAL au pababhelp@ipahalorg. Ap-
plicants will be norified of the amount
of assistance wo be dishursed on their

beliall

Where showld rwe Lo ff\w(r Metve iy
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Jomecowners should be direcred 1o
hups://pahai.org/ or (888} 987-2423.
H'ynu have any questions, plcasu con-

race PATTAT au
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Or you can conrace PorinolT’s Danicl
Schley, Faq. av dschley@porinoffon-

line.con: and Jorilyn Kuchaski a

Jarcharski@@pormoffontine.com.
What is Povtnof] Law Assoctates,
Leed.?

Portnotl Law Associates, Lid. 1s @ law
firme wich 4 practice Hinied o the col-
lection of unpaid read estace taxes and
umui:'ip:!i claimes, Tt vow FCPTOSCNLy

vrore thane VOO avopabiies, schood

s

districts and muanicipal suthorites
throughour Pennsylvania, with offic-
st King of Prossia, Allentown and
Aliquippa, 1tis our honor o work
with PATAT on beball of our clients
and municipalities, school districrs and
municipal authorities throsghout the
Commonwealdh to implament this

fportant prograo,

Note that this information is not heivg

communicated as legal advice. Port-

cuss this

noff recommends that you dis
program with your solicitor prior ro

earofliment.




